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Irene May Hanks 1915 – 2004

Irene was born on 17th July 1915, and we know very little about her early life and background.   We believe that she was brought up in an orphanage, and can only speculate on her hardships as she grew up during the First World War, and who helped and influenced her.   We do know that she was always fond of children, and many of us will remember a photo of a young attractive Irene when she was employed as a nanny, at Milton Abbas where she lived for twelve years with a family looking after the children.   Presumably when they grew up, she moved on to another post, and later moved to a position in a Newbury children’s home.   

While there, she came into contact with Archie and Violet Bull who were members of this church and lived across the road at 28, George Street, and with whom she spent her holidays, and thus came into contact with the fellowship here.  Eventually she moved to Warminster, living in Silver Street and Alcock Crest, and commenced work at Sambourne Hospital,    our former minister Keith Hodgson,  remembers her as self- effacing and generous, she always supported the work of the National Children’s Homes.   She became a faithful and very regular worshipper at George Street where she joined in the many activities, in the past as a member of the Wesley Guild, and later in the Cooper House Group and the Tuesday Women’s Fellowship.   She enjoyed knitting squares to make blankets for OXFAM as well as striped jumpers.   In recent years she sponsored ‘Pasco’ a donkey in a sanctuary near Birmingham and was delighted to visit him and show us his photograph. she also cared for stray cats.

Irene regularly contributed poems for these newsletters, and provided the Christmas Crib that was on display in the church window at the time when she died.   In recent years her health began to fail, and while she found it difficult to communicate verbally, she ‘communicated’ by means of her poems and pictures which she coloured and gave to her friends.   She had many friends here at church, and at the Day Centre and with her carers.

She was always pleased to see visitors when she was at Green Lane Hospital, we were glad for her when she was moved to Melksham, where her passing was sudden but very peaceful.  Her spirit is now free from the limitations of her earthly body, and she rests in the presence of the Lord she loved and served.

Fairtrade in your Local

Have you often wished your local café served Fairtrade Coffee?

To help cafés and restaurants to ‘Go Fairtrade’ the Fairtrade Foundation have produced ‘Order Up Cards.’     Hand a card in when you pay your bill, as it has all the information they need to start ordering Fairtrade products.   Cards are available from www.fairtrade.org.uk or phone

020 7440 7679.

Marks and Spencer now serve Fairtrade Coffee in all their Revive Cafés, thanks to those who lobbied them for this change.

Anniversaries and Events in 2005

It’s the 60th Anniversary of Christian Aid, the 20th Anniversary of Live Aid, and the 10th Anniversary of Comic Relief.   Also this year the UK will hold the Presidency of the European Union and in July will host the G8 summit, when Aid agencies and Churches are joining in an major campaign to MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY 

‘THE NIGHT CHRIST DIED’

The Legend of the Calvary Clover

The flowers were sad and very still

The night Christ died upon the hill.

Each lily drooped its lovely head;

They did not want to see Christ dead.

Only the clover turned about

And wove green fingers in and out

About the cross, Christ did not see

the clover’s little sympathy.

But God looked down and on each leaf

He marked a tiny sigh of grief,

A poignant little drop of red –

‘In memory of my Son,’ God said.

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK  15th – 21st May 2005

Christian Aid Week will soon come again, giving a chance to respond to the many needs around the world.   Last year you helped toward the nearly £15 million collected during Christian Aid Week.    

This year Christian Aid celebrates sixty years of aid to the underprivileged, hungry and poor, and is one of the main sponsors of the MAKE POVERTY HISTORY Campaign, part of which has the theme ‘Trade Justice’.    Collectors for Christian Aid this year, are being asked to distribute 

‘Big Vote Cards’ as well as the usual envelopes, to encourage people to send them in support of the Trade Justice Campaign.

I hope that many in our church will be able to assist again this year; I shall be putting up the list of the streets allocated to our church, nearer the commencement of Christian Aid Week, thank you.             (David Dodge)
CHARITY COFFEE MORNINGS 2005

Thanks to all who have volunteered to organise these events.   There are still three vacancies, if you can help on these dates contact Ruth Dodge.




Charity


Organisers & results
JANUARY
8th
Ammerdown


£114.00

FEBRUARY
12th
African Inland Mission
£130.00

MARCH
12th
Children’s Hospice

John & Sue Hewitt

APRIL

9th
Vacant

MAY

14th
Christian Aid


Dodges

JUNE

11th
Mercy Ships


Evening Fellowship

JULY

9th
NCH



Dodges

AUGUST
13th
Dorothy House

Gladys, Hilda & Pam

SEPTEMBER
10th
Vacant

OCTOBER
8th
Samaritan’s Purse

Evening Fellowship

NOVEMBER
12th
Wessex Heartbeat

Jenny Sanderson

DECEMBER
10th
Vacant

GIVE UP SOMETHING FOR LENT

Heather spoke at the Ash Wednesday Service about taking up something for Lent.  What follows is an extract from what I heard from Martin Lewis who is the financial adviser to the Jeremy Vine show on Radio 2.  There is a web site called www.thehungersite.com.  By visiting this site daily, you can provide a cup of food for someone starving, at no cost to you.     

How does this work?  There is a special button, in the middle of the front page of the site. The Hungersite message is ‘give free food – click here.’ Do so and a cup of a staple foodstuff is then bought for someone, somewhere, who is hungry. 

Who is paying for this? The donations are sponsored by a variety of companies each day. The sponsor’s names are prominently displayed after you’ve clicked the button. The more sponsors on any given day, the more is donated per click.  

Only one click per computer per day is counted. 

Is this genuine?  A scheme like this can seem a little too good to be true but it is legitimate Two thirds of the food is distributed by Mercy Corps, a large US charity which provides aid in 23 countries. As this is a US based site, the other third goes to alleviate hunger within the States.  The logic behind these sites is very simple.  Everyone benefits, the recipients of the help, internet users, and the sponsors – they get relatively cheap internet advertising,    

How successful is it?  Although the site is US based, clicks from anywhere in the world count, and the UK is third in the list of countries that click the most. 

In the year 2000 the Hungersite paid for over 9,500 tonnes of food to be distributed, enough to provide daily food for nearly 400,000 people. Since then, due to various changes in management and a drop in advertising rates, while there are still nearly three and a half million visitors a month, the best year has seen only 2,600 tons of food delivered. 

Is it worth it? The clicking costs you nothing, and the charities themselves do confirm they get the cash and it works. Taking time to click really will help. Every day you click feeds one person for that day, and of the 24,000 people dying from starvation daily, 18,000 are children. As some sister sites are linked together, it is very quick and easy to be able to click and donate to all the causes in a short space of time. An easy hassle-free way of helping other people without any cost.  The web can be a powerful worldwide unifying force. The site has been around for over 5 years and has been joined by similar sites for Breast Cancer, Child Health                                                          

2004 THE BICENTENNIAL YEAR

It was a privilege to join with others to celebrate the 200th Anniversary of the foundation of our church on its present site in George Street.     

Wesley Spooner first stimulated us to consider celebrating, he pointed out that the ‘stone on the wall’ bore the date 1804, and that we should do something about it!    

The Bicentennial Committee was set up and was successful in arranging a variety of events each month, as well as inviting special guests, some previous ministers, as well as the Methodist Chairman of the District, and the URC Synod Moderator to preach.

The Celebration Dinner at the Assembly Hall in May was one of the highlights, when over one hundred members and friends sat down to a lovely meal.   Wasn’t it good to share together, relax and enjoy the good company, without the thought of washing up afterwards.

We were most grateful to Rev. Heather Morgan for arranging with her brother, their Conductor, to bring the renowned Silver Ring Choir of Bath to perform a wonderful concert at The Minster Church in March,

Dr. Alan Dodge gave a talk and Recital on our Allen Organ playing compositions by musicians of the last two hundred years.

Artistic talents were fostered with the Flower Festival in June kindly staged by the Warminster Floral Art Group, as well as with the Harvest of Talents in September.    Inventive originality was also shown in the completion of the Bicentennial Banner, when the Sewing Group encouraged everyone to illustrate something for which they thanked God, (and on a four inch square of material, too!)  nearly everyone took up the challenge, and the completed banner now hangs in the church for posterity to view. 

For the energetic, the Social and Line Dance drew in people from outside the church to join in.

Jennifer ‘surprised ‘us with ‘The Party’, to round off the year, when Farmer John Osborne entertained with a recital of his poems and songs.

To help recall these events, don’t forget to look at the two photo albums

in the Foyer, or ‘click’ on the church website

It was good that the year ended with the 18th Birthday Party for Vicki Syrett on Christmas Day.

It is our fervent hope and prayer that the witness to God will be sustained at George Street as we progress into this 21st Century.  ‘We’ll praise Him for all that is past, and trust Him for all that’s to come’.        (Ruth Dodge) 

                                  
  CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
Welcome:   To Jihye Mun, (pronounced Jee-high) who is working with a family here, she is from South Korea.   She speaks such good English, so do have a chat with her.

To Alan and Margaret Keen who have been worshipping with us since December.

Congratulations:   Paula and Brian Bonner celebrated their Golden Wedding on 12th February, they look so young!       

Baptism:    Jamie Rhys Thomas (six days old) the son of Candice and Ian from Longbridge Deverill took place on 5th February.

Bereavement:   Just before Christmas we learned of the death of Irene Hanks, who passed away peacefully at Melksham.  Her funeral took place at George Street, and  an account of her life is included in this newsletter. 

Your prayers are asked for:   Arthur Barker in Salisbury  Hospital.

Edna Gilham in Sutton Veny House Nursing Home,  Fred Barton at The Westbury Nursing Home,   Those members who are ‘housebound’ including Doreen Daymond-Johns, Elizabeth Stevens and Nora Barker.

EASTER SERVICES

Maundy Thursday

24th March.
7.30.pm.   Shared Agapé with our friends at the 



       Baptist Church. 

Good Friday

25th March.
10.30.am. Procession of Witness starting at St. 



      Lawrence’s Church followed by Service in 



      The Mall.



12 Noon    Meditation at George Street.

Easter Sunday

27th March.    9.00.am     Meditation  followed by Easter Breakfast 


       Can someone volunteer to organise this?


  
10.30.am.  Worship with Holy Communion

  

‘LENT WITH LUKE’ Study Groups

Thank you for the good response to join in the groups.    The dates and times of these are set out below:-




Feb.
Feb
Mar
Mar
Mar

Thurs.7.30.pm.
17th
24th
3rd
10th
17th

Friday  10.30.am.
18th
25th
4th
11th
18th
Sunday  6.30.pm.
20th
27th
6th
13th
20th

Save your used Postage Stamps
Please continue to save the Commemorative issue stamps from your letters, and any stamps from overseas, let David Dodge have them and he will send them to ‘BibleLands’ who sell them to raise funds to help blind children and adults in the lands of the Bible.  

THE ENVELOPE SCHEME OF GIVING

AND COVENANTING YOUR GIFT

A big Thank you to all those who week by week regularly give to the church by means of the ‘Envelope System.’

The new financial year commences each April, and prior to this, a new box of envelopes is distributed to those participating in the scheme.      However, if you are not on The Envelope System but wish to join it, please see David Dodge.

If you are a taxpayer you can increase the value your gift by using ‘Gift Aid’ as the church is able to reclaim from the ‘Taxman’ the income tax that would have paid on your offering.   This means that 28p for every Pound given, also comes to the church.    

Gift Aid can start at any time, but an appropriate time is the commencement of the Financial Year.    Please consider this means of assisting the finances of the church.   

Derrik Copeland will be pleased to give you further details.

CONGRATULATIONS

To Sharon (John Alpin’s daughter) on her engagement to 

Seth George, on Valentine’s Day.

Visitors from the United States
Most of our members are aware that the URC Province is linked to its counterpart in the state of Wisconsin, and that exchanges, often between ministers, take place from time to time.    Jennifer has had news that a party of 35 members from Wisconsin are visiting the UK during March, and will be in this area just after Easter to visit Longleat and Horningsham and other places.    It is hoped that the congregations of Warminster United and the two Westbury churches can offer them Bed and Breakfast accommodation for the night of Wednesday 30th March.    It is uncertain at the moment how many of the 35 are ‘couples’ or ‘singles’.    If you feel able to offer accommodation on this occasion please let Jennifer or the Elders know.  Please note these are ordinary people, just like us.

The Bicentennial Accounts

Now that all the Celebration Events are over, it is time to draw a line under the Account of Expenditure and Receipts.

The total Expenditure amounted to: 

£3093.30

The total Income amounted to:


£2113.30

The Balance resulting is thus:


(£ 980.00)

However, the Church Meeting agreed that £2000.00 should be transferred from the Bequest Account, which will affect this result.

Making the final Balance.   £2000.00 - £980.00 = £1020.00

Any ‘Profit’ at the end of the Bicentennial was agreed to be shared between ‘NCH Action for Children’ and ‘Hope and Homes for Children’

Thus, we will be sending £510.00 to each of these charities.

If anyone wishes to see the detailed account please see David Dodge.

NCH Collecting Boxes

At the time of publishing this Newsletter, Ruth Dodge has only six more NCH Boxes to empty; the total from those already emptied has amounted to £573.65, grateful thanks for your continuing support.  








