March 2012 – Spring newsletter 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

WELCOME To Helen Mills and her Grandmother Thelma Fleming, who have attended several church services, and to Helen’s daughter Hannah.

Also to Martha Glover who has moved to Warminster to be with her husband, Rudolph, who is in the 3rd Yorks Regt and to Dennis Stevens who has moved into Imber Court from Rustington, West Sussex.
FAREWELL:  We are sorry that Dominic Opoku-Ware is being medically discharged from the army and that he, with his wife Winifred and their two children - Reginald and Brianna, will be leaving Warminster in April, to live in the West Midlands. We will miss them and wish them the very best for the future.
The day this is being written is in fact Reginald’s 3rd Birthday (20th February) and I hope he is having a happy day! (Ed.)
Happy 2nd Birthday to Dazzling Forkuo  on 14th April and very best wishes to Mum, Zenobia and all the family as they wait for the arrival of the new baby in May.
Coby Blake died on Boxing Day after several months of ill-health.   It was just a year after her husband, Owen, passed away.   Their souls are at rest, we give thanks for all their love and care for this church and congregation.
 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED: for Denis and Pat Mills, whose daughter Trish is seriously ill, they will appreciate all the support at this difficult time.
Our minister, Norman Price, is seriously ill; please remember him, his wife, Catherine, and their family.   

Remember also Tony and Margaret Reade, who are rather house-bound at present and Howard & Audrey Spurr; Howard is awaiting an operation on his hip and Audrey has had a bad fall.
Please hold in your thoughts and prayers all the members of the 3rd Yorks Regiment, some of whom attend our church, as many of them are deployed to Afghanistan this Spring; remember them and their families who remain here in Warminster. 

NOTE FROM CHURCH MEETING: 
 Soldier Boxes - sending greetings to Afghanistan – Barry Treadwell volunteered to co-ordinate this.   

[image: image6.wmf]On 17th March there is a national day of prayer for Burma.   As many of you know Aung San Suu Kyi is again standing for election after many years of house arrest.  Please pray for her, the brave members of her party, the ordinary men and women in Burma in their new opportunity for free elections, and the general election process itself that it will be free and fair. 
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Note from Heather:

Tomato plants will be available at April/May coffee morning – varieties will be Gardeners Delight, Sungold, Harbinger and Ferline!

STOP IN THE NAME OF GOD
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On 15th June there will be a Quiet Day at Ivy House in Warminster. 

This is a National Retreat Day event and will be led by members of Ivy House.  
Go onto their website www.ivyhouse.org  or call in to the Retreat Centre in Church Street to collect details for yourself or phone 01985 214824. The event is called Stop in the Name of God and is an opportunity for you to be peaceful and listen to God in a place close to home but far from distractions. 
Wiltshire Churches Together Quiet Day
 Also at Ivy House - 20th March 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

“LET JUSTICE PREVAIL”

Friday 2nd March

The Minster Church

11a.m. followed by soup and bread

7.30 p.m. followed by tea, coffee and biscuits

A day of prayer, held world-wide, for everyone. All are warmly invited to attend this ecumenical service, written by Christian women of Malaysia.
                            

SERVICES MARCH TO MAY
10.30a.m. unless otherwise stated
11th March: 
 Bernard Cooper

18th March:
 Revd Mary Teed 
  HOLY COMMUNION 
        MOTHERING SUNDAY

25th March:
 Grace Mortimer

1st   April: 
Eric Clifford





        PALM SUNDAY

8th   April: 
Revd Heather Morgan   HOLY COMMUNION
        EASTER DAY

15th April:
 Revd Mike Burrell

22nd April:
 Chrissie Taylor

29th April: 
Jean Gray

6th    May: 
Pat Clarke

13th May:
 Chrissie Taylor







20th May:
 Tom Hill



  6.30p.m.

Revd David Ellis 
HOLY COMMUNION

27th May: 
Daphne Goodwin

Wed 21st March at 6.45 pm for 7pm
Jews for Jesus" presents a PASSOVER SUPPER in Warminster United Church– See details elsewhere in newsletter.
 

[image: image10.wmf]Maundy Thursday  5th April at 7p.m.
AGAPÉ with our friends from the Baptist Church.
 For those not familiar with this event, we will share in a short act of worship, which includes the sharing of bread and wine and in fellowship over a bowl of soup and rolls. Heather Morgan and the choir will be leading this service and Mary Treadwell will be co-ordinating the food. 
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 Good Friday 6th April 

John Alpin is organising a time of Quiet Meditation in our church at around 12 noon. The Good Friday March of Witness, organised by Churches Together in Warminster will start at the Old Post Office at 11 a.m. and conclude with worship at St Lawrence’s.
Easter Sunday 8th April:  Breakfast 9.15 to 10 a.m. organised by David Morgan 

Worship led by Heather Morgan and the choir at 10.30 (details see opposite)

EASTER DAY  8th April

Family Service with Holy Communion.
10.30 a.m.
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The choir will be involved in singing 
“Changing Lives”, a Musical which reflects briefly on some of the events leading to the death and resurrection of Jesus. 
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 This Musical was written by Heather several years ago, and she and the choir hope that it will challenge us all as to the real meaning of Easter.
	    He is real, He is real:
Take a hold of His hand and feel –
Feel the nail-prints in His hand,
Even now we don’t understand:
The reason why, He had to die,
Why people shouted, “Crucify!”
He tried to show another way –
He is real, real today!
 
 
Take the bread, drink the wine,
And remember these are a sign
Of His blood, shed for you,
And His body broken in two:
But His life didn’t end –
He is with us, living as our friend  -
He lives to show another way,
He is real, IN US TODAY!
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NOTES FROM CHURCH MEETING FEBRUARY 19TH: 
· During Revd Norman Price’s illness Revd Mary Teed is standing in for some of his duties, Heather Morgan is also available to help Pastoral visitors when needed.  A house has been found for Norman ready for his retirement in July. 

· We were asked to discuss and vote on the Portsmouth document circulated to the church by our secretary.

One sentence summary of proposed change to Clause 4 of the Deed of Union

The proposed changes to the Deed of Union clarify that by 'minister', in our official documents, we mean both presbyters and deacons, so that we show that we think both are equally valued ministries, but there are differences between them as well.

Our Vote was Unanimous in favour of this clause.
· Marion Barton has offered to be a pastoral visitor – accepted by the church.
· Property : David Morgan reports Carpet nearly finished in the church.  In the Foyer we are waiting to have the damp fixed before laying new carpet.  We are waiting for a suitable contractor.
David will make enquiries about changing the heating in the foyer from overhead to radiators.

Pointing needs to be done at the back and sides of the building – a contractor will be hired.

Our new neighbour has put up a shed blocking the light to the Ladies toilet – David and John Alpin will discuss this with our neighbour.

Caretaker and Lettings Job – (weddings, funerals, impromptu bookings): Wendy Wolmersley agreed to do this job.  She will have a church mobile phone which the church will pay for.  She will be paid an honorarium of £150 a year for the work. 
· Finance: Connectional Funds – 50% to go to Mission & Ministry in Britain and 50% to Mission in the World Church. A simpler method of allocation than previously.  
· Marion Barton and Karen Woollard agreed to help John Alpin with weekly notice sheets so he has some weekends off.
·  New Rotas – are generally working well but every job needs a Job Description which rota organisers will put be in the foyer
·  Trade Craft Stall – Hilda Hanks volunteered to help to run the stall on 1st Sunday of each month.    
· Church Forum - are you represented? Do you want to attend on behalf of your group? Current members: Norman (minister), John (secretary),  Karen (worship), Hilary (finance),  Ruth and Heather (pastoral), Mary (house groups), Pam(fellowship groups), Marion (floating), David Morgan (property) 
(This is not a full record of the meeting and some other items are mentioned elsewhere in this newsletter)

[image: image14.wmf]Wednesday 21st March   6.45 for 7p.m.
led  by Iain Smith a missionary with 
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A  Jewish Seder table will be set up with all the traditional symbols such as unleavened bread, bitter herbs and cups that together tell the story of God’s plan of redemption.

The significance of the Passover will be explained and how Christ fulfils the Passover as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.

Showing how Jesus used the Passover with the disciples to point to his own death and resurrection and instituted Holy Communion.
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Bob & Chrissie Taylor would welcome offers of help with organising the super and clearing up afterwards.

COBY BLAKE
Jacoba Van der ree, known to us as Coby Blake, was born in Rotterdam Holland in 1923.She was part of a large family and was bought up by her older sister, Dien.

She completed her nursing training in Holland; in an occupied country in austere times. 

In England she worked at Rochford Hospital where her hard work saw her eventually promoted to surgical ward sister. She met Owen while she was nursing and he was a recovering patient. They married in Spring 1951 and were blessed with two daughters, Veronica and Paula, and later three grandchildren. Coby and Owen enjoyed 59 happy years together. They lived in various places including Chiswick, Finchley, Norfolk, Rayleigh and finally Warminster.

After retiring as a nurse Coby was able to concentrate on her love of gardening, she certainly had green fingers and passed on her knowledge willingly. She had many creative skills; she could make dresses, curtains, bridesmaids’ outfits and all kinds of needlework, knitting and embroidery. She also enjoyed cooking, introducing European delicacies to her family and friends.

She enjoyed the company of her family both those close to her (who didn’t notice her Dutch accent) and her extended Dutch family in Holland (who said she spoke Dutch with an English accent!)

She had great energy and a good sense of humour.

Coby and Owen enjoyed many fine holidays together, in UK and Europe, but as their mobility declined their travel and enjoyment became more local. Coby especially enjoyed the beauties of Strourhead gardens and she always had a great love of wildlife and the natural world.

The church was always part of Coby’s life; all were touched by her calm and concern for others.

When Owen’s health deteriorated she unflinchingly returned to her role as a nurse and cared for him to the end. Shortly after his death her own health began to fail and after a spell in Salisbury Hospital she died on Boxing Day.

 We salute her life and memory.
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ACTION FOR CHILDREN
 Ruth Dodge wishes to thank the holders of the Home collection boxes for the magnificent total of £626.38 which was obtained when the boxes were opened in January.
ROTA – notes on ‘What to Do’, for various duties are on notice board in foyer
11th MARCH:

Welcome:

    John & Stella Case


Coffee:
 Wendy Wormersley & Karen Woollard
Opening church:





Vestry:

  Barry Treadwell
18th MARCH:
 

Welcome:

  David & Yvonne Syrett 

Coffee: 
Joan & Evan Jones
Opening church:
  Karen Woollard


Vestry:

 Hilda Hanks

25th MARCH:

Welcome:

Chrissie & Bob Taylor


Coffee:

Hilda Hanks & Ruth Dodge

Opening church:
Hilary Reynolds


Vestry:

David Morgan
1st APRIL:


Welcome:

Wendy Womersley & Diana Bennie  Coffee:

Barry & Mary Treadwell

Opening Church:
Joan Jones



Vestry:

Margaret Edwards

8th APRIL:


Welcome:

Jenny Sanderson & June Laird 
Coffee
:
Karen Woollard & Mike Evans

Opening church:
Karen Woollard


Vestry:

Barry Treadwell

15th APRIL:


Welcome:

Margaret Edwards & Joan Stevens
Coffee:
   Diana Bennie & Sandra Matthews

Opening church:
Marion Barton



Vestry:

Pauline Howell
22nd APRIL:


Welcome:

Ruth & David Dodge


Coffee:

David & Yvonne Syrett

Opening church:
Barry Treadwell


Vestry:

David Morgan

29th APRIL:


Welcome:

Karen Woollard & Karen Kitson
Coffee:

Jenny Sanderson & Janet Titt

Opening church:
Karen Woollard


Vestry:

Marion Barton

6th MAY:


Welcome:

Evan & Joan Jones


Coffee:

Debra & Dennis Major

Opening Church:
Helen Dawson



Vestry:

Helen Dawson
13th MAY:


Welcome:

Chris & Derrick Walton

Coffee:

Hilda Hanks &Ruth Dodge

Opening church:
Brenda Goodwin


Vestry:

Hilda Hanks
20th May:


Welcome:

Helen & Kevin Dawson

Coffee:

Pam & Derrik Copeland 

Opening church:
Joan Stevens



Vestry:

a.m. David Morgan 










 p.m. Karen Woollard
27th MAY:


Welcome:

Sandra Matthews & Marion Barton
Coffee:

Evan & Joan Jones

Opening Church:
Marion Barton



Vestry:

Margaret Edwards
3rd JUNE:


Welcome:

Hilda Hanks & Janet Titt

Coffee:
      Pauline Howell & Hilary Reynolds

Opening church:





Vestry:

Karen Woollard
10th JUNE:


Welcome:

John & Stella Case


Coffee:
  Marion Barton & Sandra Matthews

Opening church:
Hilary Reynolds


Vestry:



17th JUNE:


Welcome:

Ruth & David Dodge


Coffee:

Karen Woollard & Mike Evans

Opening church:
Karen Woollard


Vestry:
If you are unable to do the date given to you please try to swap or contact the person responsible for that duty rota: 
Welcome & Coffee – Karen Woollard; Opening church – Marion Barton; Vestry – Margaret Edwards. Likewise please contact them if you can fill any of the gaps or would be willing to go on future rotas.
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            News from the Foodbank:
[image: image18.wmf]116 people given emergency food in December – highest monthly figure yet.

[image: image19.wmf]In addition 30 bags of Christmas ‘goodies’ were given out to struggling families.

· Stocks of many basic foods are now beginning to run a bit low. (we have plenty of soup,baked beans & meat)
· Links have been forged with Christians Together in Frome who are now opening up ‘satellite’ distribution centres in Frome, where people can exchange Warminster Foodbank’s emergency vouchers for boxes of food. These are:

The Bridge Cafe, 43 Selwood Rd Frome – open Thurs/Fri 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and Wesley Methodist Church, Frome open Mon/Tues/Weds 10 a.m. to 12 noon.

· Churches in Frome are now collecting food for our Foodbank and they hope to soon have a permanent collection box in one of the Frome supermarkets, like the one here in Morrisons.

· All of the churches in Warminster now have collection boxes for food and all hold emergency food vouchers.

· At the last count there were 48 organisations in total who hold emergency food boxes and/or vouchers to give out to people in need.

· Nationwide Building society hopes to hold collections for food for Foodbanks in all of its branches, including Warminster and Frome on 29th February – at the time of writing details are still awaited!


· Christchurch is holding a Lent Lunch on Saturday 24th March and will be collecting for Warminster & District Foodbank. 

Jean Colgrave is organising a Spring Fair for Foodbank on Saturday April 14th at the Civic Centre – look out for more details.
· Karolyn Dearling has taken on the role of Events coordinator – the first event she is organising is a get-together, for all Foodbank volunteers, which will be on 7th or 9th March.

Notes from Warminster Churches together AGM 
Tuesday 21st February:

(These are items not mentioned elsewhere in the newsletter)

· It is propose that a Prayer sheet for Warminster & District should be compiled. Everyone is asked to suggest organisations & establishments in Warminster that can be included in a 52 week cycle. Ideas to Karen Woollard.

· Street Pastors report very encouraging; police, bouncers, bar staff and young people in the park, all very positive.  The police would like there to be enough ‘pastors’ for an extra night of care! So more recruits needed.
· Christian Aid Week: 13th – 19th May. Look out for details of Christian Aid Lunches and a Quiz night at the Organ Inn.

· Fair Trade Fortnight: Launched in the Mall on 25th February with a Fairtrade Treasure Trail.

· Churches Together Picnic & Open Garden: 18th August at Ivy House


LENT BIBLE STUDY GROUPS: 
Wednesdays at 7.30 p.m. at United Church, 

Minster Church and Upton Lovell

Thursdays at 7.30 p.m. at St John’s Vicarage – 50 Gypsy Lane



   and at St George’s Church Hall.

Next newsletter will cover June, July and August – Items for this to editor by 

20th May please.  Is there anyone who would like to receive their copy of future Newsletters by email instead of a hard copy? If so send you email address to Joan and it will be done!
Joan Jones - email iantojo@virginmedia.com  
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Risen Christ, 




the women came to your tomb:




your friends, faithful to the very end,




anxiously wondering




 who would roll away the stone




that hid your body from them.




How could they believe the unbelievable?




They were amazed and terrified




by what they were told,

 


silenced by their fear.




Keep us as faithful as they were




and always amazed 




at the wonder of your resurrection!




Give us the confidence of your living presence,




so that even if we are afraid, 




we will have the courage 




to be your living witnesses.




And if we lack the words, 




let the quality of our lives 




be continuing evidence




of your triumphant love.





Alan Gaunt 






(Taken from the Prayer Handbook)
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There are still some months when no charity has been named for the coffee mornings – if you would like to nominate a charity please speak to Ruth.





 Coffee Morning


10th March


 for


WILTSHIRE AIR AMBULANCE


�


Ruth & David Dodge would appreciate offers of help and items for sale








He is real, He is real:


We remember the sea-shore meal 


He appeared to His friends


Who had thought the cross was the end.


I think that now we understand


The Good News is for ev’ry land:


He came to show another way –


He is real, real today!








Before the service at 9.15 there will be a Breakfast





Passover Supper





Tickets £3


(children free)    01985 850 811


codfordfishpeople@gmx.co.uk


You are also asked to bring a contribution towards the


‘Bring and Share Supper’


BUT please DO NOT bring


bread/yeast, pork or shellfish, thank you





please bring your own wine glass if you are able to








