March  2011
Dear Friends

The ‘Seven wonders of the Ancient world’: what were they? The one that automatically springs to mind is the pyramids of Egypt, the first thought to be build in the third millennium B.C. {See below for the rest} But these are just the wonders of the known world at the time, what about the wonders of South America, the artefacts of the Incas and Aztec nations, and the find of the Terracotta army in China? Like all man-made wonders through time they crumble and fall. But there is one wonder which continues to remain, and it continues to be remembered, although perhaps unknowingly or as a symbol, that being the cross. It has been fashioned in all manner of materials and minerals; gold, silver, wood, glass and many other ways. It is somewhat sad that in so many situations the cross has become a piece of fashion jewellery, a piece of ‘bling’, and its true meaning is lost.

The true meaning of the cross is the brutality of human beings, yet it also represents the love of God in Jesus Christ who was crucified almost 2000 years ago. Yet that token of God’s love, unlike the crumbling ruins, remains as strong as ever. But the cross was not the end, but a beginning, for the evidence was to be revealed three days later when a heavenly being declared at an empty tomb, ‘He is not here, for He is risen.’
Let us consider the season of Lent, but we must never forget the reason; that ‘God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him, will not perish, but have everlasting life’ John 3:16  .
Other Ancient wonders:

2. The Hanging gardens of Babylon – 6th century BC.

3. The statue of Zeus at Olympus – 5th century BC.

4. The Temple of Artemis ( Diana) at Ephesus – 5th Century BC.

5. The Mausoleum at Halicarnassus erected by Queen Artemisia to her dead husband – 4th Century BC.

6. The Colossus of Rhodes – 3rd Century BC

7. The Pharos Lighthouse at Alexandria – 3rd Century BC

Should you be asked such a question in a pub quiz you have all the answers – but how would you answer personally about the Cross? 
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Church Family News
Welcome:  to   Hazel Andrews whose membership has been transferred to us from Gillingham, Dorset Methodist Church on 6th February.  We also welcome Thelma Fleming, Chrissie and Bob Taylor who are worshipping with us regularly.
 On the move:  Joan Pratt has moved to Melksham, and Ivy Seabrook is now living at  Bramley House, Mere, where she is settling in well. Our best wishes to both of them.

Happy Birthday & Welcome:   Reginald Opoku-Ware celebrated his 2nd Birthday on Sunday 20th February, and his little sister Brianna was christened on the same day.

Bereavement:  Owen Blake died in December and is greatly missed; our prayers are with Coby in this time of sadness.
Recovering:     Gladys Turner had a very happy celebration of her 100th birthday in December but has been feeling rather poorly since then. She is now feeling stronger and we look forward to seeing her at church soon.  Joy Kibby is recovering well after her operation.
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We have been invited by WCR to broadcast a Sunday morning service, a 20 minute worship activity, on 3rd April, 29th May, 24th July, 18th September and 13th December.  Last month the Worship Group took themselves to the recording studios with the Hymnal Plus and delivered a short act of worship around the theme of Salt and Light. We enjoyed preparing the worship (in our Monday Worship Group evening) and also delivering it.  John Alpin kindly recorded it for us (in December David Cox recorded us) so all our mistakes were edited out before being broadcast.  Marion Barton, John Alpin or Karen Woollard would be pleased to hear from you if you would like to take an active role in one of the radio broadcasts later on this year.    
OWEN BLAKE

Owen Percy Blake was born in 1921 and grew up in a close knit family. After attending technical college he joined the Royal Navy as a Telegrapher radio operator. 
A gentle and kind man Owen found that the Second World War era was a great opportunity to make lasting friendships – both at sea – and when back on land when injured. It was in Hillingdon Hospital whilst convalescing; that Owen was nursed back to health by the young lady whom he was to marry... Coby and Owen were married in 1951 –very nearly 60 years ago, and spent their early married lives in North London and Norfolk living the rural life and starting their family; becoming the proud parents of Veronica and Paula. 

Owen continued with the skills learnt in the senior service and worked for British Telecom as a telephone systems installation engineer. He and Coby moved house from Norfolk in 1970 and settled in Rayleigh Essex where they found good fellowship; new friends; and local employment with Coby continuing her nursing at Rochford Hospital. They joined Rayleigh United Reformed Church where Owen became Church elder. Owen was proud of his family and happy to see his daughters and his grandchildren all get married.

Owen enjoyed gardening and was a great manger of the rose bed- always a great swathe of colour and very tidy. 

Moving to Warminster in the nineties Owen and Coby became involved with the local community and especially the church here. Also this was a time to spend with the granddaughters on their way home from school – the local chocolate refuelling centre! 


Owen spoke on several occasions about his naval wartime experiences at the local Probus club where he was a member for some years. He continued to drive his car for many years after retirement and together he and Coby made numerous trips back to Rayleigh. A cheerful and friendly man Owen always made that extra effort to help and support others in need.  In his later years as he became frailer – he battled against his ailments with good spirit. 
Owen lived a long and fruitful life surrounded by his extended family and church friends. 

 We all have fond memories of him – and now his job is done may he rest in peace.

 Part of the Eulogy read by Mark at Owen’s funeral 
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An ecumenical service, entitled ‘How Many Loaves have you?’, prepared by the women of Chile, will be held at St George’s Church at 10.30 a.m. and 7 p.m. It is a service of prayer and praise open to everyone. The morning service will be followed by soup and bread lunch and the evening service by light refreshments; a chance to meet and worship with fellow Christians in Warminster.

ASH WEDNESDAY MEDITATION

The evening fellowship group are holding an Ash Wednesday meditation on 9th March to which all are invited. 

Fellowship meetings start at 7.45 p.m. Other fellowship meetings will be:

April 13th: The Work of the Woodland Trust and 11th May: Country Walk
“STOP AND STARE”
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Lent Bible Study will take place at our church on Wednesdays 16th March, 23rd March, 30th March and 6th April and Thursday 14th April. All the meetings are at 7.30, meeting in the church. 

The material for the "Stop and Stare" course comes from Cheadle Churches Together.
On GOOD FRIDAY there will be a procession, starting from St John’s Church and arriving at the old Post Office at 11.15 a.m. It will then go on to St Lawrence's for 11.30a.m.  We will march silently and then sing hymns at St Lawrence’s until noon. 

John Alpin will be putting on a meditative slide show at our church from 12.15 p.m. for 30 – 45 minutes.
There is a three hour service at the Minister starting at noon.  
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ONE VOICE WITH TEAR FUND

This year’s One Voice with Tear Fund will take place in the week 27 February to 6 March.  In this week churches from all over Britain and the world will be praying 24/7 for communities affected by poverty.  This is a global movement of prayer.  If your house group is meeting during that week, or you are involved in a group activity, will you include prayers for communities affected by poverty as part of your meeting?  

Tear Fund has a number of great suggestions on their websites with support information for you.  Try www.tearfund.org/onevoice. 

There will be a world poster up in the Foyer.  If you are already praying for a region of the world, mark the map to show us where your prayers are.

SERVICES MARCH TO MAY 2011

6th March : 
10.30 a.m.
Barbara Cory

13th March:
10.30a.m.
Pat Clarke




6.00 p.m.
Revd Norman Price
HOLY COMMUNION
20TH March:
10.30 a.m.
Revd. Norman Price
HOLY COMMUNION

27th March:
10.30 a.m.
Revd Mary Teed

3rd April:

10.30 a.m.
Revd Christine Fowler
 (Mothering Sunday)

10th April:
10.30 a.m.
Local arrangements -

see notice sheets for details

17th April:

10.30 a.m.
Revd Norman Price
PALM SUNDAY
24TH April:

10.30 a.m.
Revd Mary Teed
       EASTER - COMMUNION
1ST May:

10.30 a.m.
Jackie Williams

8th May:

10.30 a.m.
Revd. Norman Price

15th May:

10.30 a.m.
Douglas Colborne

22nd May:

10.30 a.m.
Eric Clifford

29th May:

10.30 a.m.
Local arrangements
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EASTER BREAKFAST

Once again the men will be cooking Easter Breakfast, at around 9.15 a.m. Please write your name on the chart in the foyer if you will be coming.
[image: image8.wmf]In May the Organ Inn has Christian Aid as its Charity of the Month and there will be a quiz night. A fun night for a good cause, teams of 4 +. Any raffle prizes should be given to Geoff Samways at Foundation Christian Fellowship. 
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Shrove Tuesday, 8th March, falls in Fairtrade Fortnight and Moreton’s Cafe, in Market Place, will be serving pancakes with fair-trade fillings all day!

There will also be a Fairtrade event in the Three Horseshoes Mall on Saturday 12th March.
CHARITY COFFEE MORNINGS

There is a charity coffee morning on the second Saturday each month.  January’s was for Warminster & District Food Bank and raised £201.60 , February’s for Robin Hood Ministries work with the poor in Romania at which £163 was raised.

A big Thank You to everyone for their support.

Future coffee mornings are:

March 12th:

Hearing Dogs for the Deaf.

April 9th:  


Free *
May 14th: 


Christian Aid

June 11th: 


Wylye Valley Disabled Children’s Riding Camp

July  9th: 


Action for children 

August  13th:  

Zimbabwe Victims Support Fund

September 10th

Free*
October 12th  

Christmas Shoebox Appeal 

November 12th:  
Wessex Heartbeat.

December 10th : 
Education for Rwanda

*If you would like to run the coffee morning on one of these dates for your chosen charity please contact Ruth Dodge.
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The Regency Arcade, East Street now houses both the Food storeroom and the Distribution Centre. The centre will be open to the public three days a week, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m. It is hoped that when more volunteers are available it may be possible to open more days.

The number of people using the Food Bank seems to be growing. In January 61 people were feed, that is 30 adults and 31 children. The most common need for help is a delay in welfare benefits when one type of benefit is being changed to another (one stops, sometimes several weeks, before the other starts)

We have a working relationship with over 30 front line care workers who act as distribution agents; these include Social workers, Housing society, Health visitors, Youth workers, Children and Families Centres, Drug Advisory, Homeless drop-in, schools, churches, CAB, and more.

Some of  these agents hold emergency food boxes which they can give to a person in need, others hold vouchers which they give to the person to bring along to our centre and exchange it for food. We are trying to encourage the use of vouchers as much as possible as this gives more flexibility in giving the people food to match their family’s requirements. It also means less transporting of food! 

The official opening of the new centre is on 19th March when Andrew Murrison MP will be attending. 

As well as volunteers to be at the centre we would also welcome anyone interested in serving on the Management team or as a Trustee. Please speak to one of our church members who are currently serving: Marion Barton, Joan and Evan Jones, Jean Colgrave or Heather Morgan

The Foodbank would like to thank you all from for the use of the United Church as our base to distribute food boxes for the past year.

Food items currently in short supply: 

 BREAKFAST CEREALS (most urgent!) SUGAR , TINNED TOMATOES and BISCUITS


Autumn Veggie Dish    For the Harvest meal I made this dish using a butternut squash and several people asked for the recipe so here it is.  You can also make it using a combination of sweet potato, butternut squash and/or marrow, which ever is available.  
1 large butternut squash (or a smaller one and a similar size sweet potato)

1 small handful of dried porcini mushrooms   }  you can get these

5 sun-dried tomatoes, chopped                         }  in Morrisons

4 tbsp olive oil

1 red onion, finely chopped

1 clove garlic, finely chopped

1 tsp coriander seeds, pounded in pestle & mortar

A pinch or two dried chilli flakes, as suits your taste

2 sprigs fresh rosemary leaves picked and finely chopped

Sea salt & freshly ground black pepper

100g (nearly 4 oz) basmati rice

Small handful of pine nuts, lightly toasted.

Preheat the oven to 190 C/375 F/ gas 5.

Chop squash and peel. Cut about half into 5mm slices and remainder into bite size pieces.

Soak the porcini mushrooms for 5 minutes in 140ml (about qtr pint) of boiling water. Fry the red onion in the olive oil for a couple of minutes.  Add the garlic, coriander seeds, chilli flakes, rosemary and sun dried tomatoes.   Fry for a couple more minutes until everything has softened.   Add the porcini mushrooms INCLUDING the liquid, you may wish to chop up the mushrooms if they are big pieces.  Cook for a couple of minutes and season to taste.  Stir in the rice and pine nuts and remove from the heat. Lay thick slices of squash in the base and round the sides of a buttered Pyrex dish, mix bite size pieces into rice mixture and put into the dish, lay remainder of slices over the top.  Cover with tight-fitting foil and bake for about 40 minutes.

Check to see if rice has absorbed juices from squash.  Stir together if necessary, cover and continue cooking if required.  This dish will wait quite happily in the turned-off oven until you are ready to eat.   


Pauline Howell
MAY THE MESSAGE OF EASTER 

FILL YOU WITH 

HOPE AND PEACE
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GOURMET ON YOUR DOORSTEP


�


Local chefs on stage demonstrating


their favourite starter, salad and summer sweets.


TUESDAY JUNE 21st


AT


     THE ATHENAEUM


      7.30 p.m.


         TICKETS £10


This evening will be supporting The Food Bank, Fairtrade and local businesses. Produce and culinary displays will be in the gallery and function rooms
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